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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 16, 4th line 
recites "a setting unit that previously sets g a prescribed sorting method". It appears to 
the examiner that it should recite "a setting unit that previously sets a prescribed sorting 
method". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kakigi 
et al. (US 7,106,461). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method for an image processing device that has a facsimile communication unjt (each 
example may be applied to a facsimile apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48) for 
communications via Internet (Fig. 41, internet), and receives documents by means of 
the facsimile communication unit (each example may be applied to a facsimile 
apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48), comprising: previously setting prescribed condition 
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information forjudging whether or not a received document is subject to automatic 
sorting (user separate automatic retrieval process) (col. 47, lines 40-44), and forjudging 
a prescribed sorting method (identification attribute) in a case that automatic sorting is 
to be implemented (classification for the name of paper discharge tray in "user separate 
automatic" mode) (col. 50, lines 44-60); and checking contents of transmission 
identification information transmitted by a sender on the basis of the prescribed 
condition information, and controlling automatic sorting processing for a document 
received in a communication, in accordance with the corresponding prescribed sorting 
method, if the document received in the communication is judged to be subject to the 
automatic sorting (as long as an "identification attribute" is an attribute in the image 
attached information memorized in the storage medium of each image) (col. 50, lines 
44-60). 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein implementation or non-implementation of automatic sorting, and the 
prescribed sorting method used in the case that automatic sorting is to be implemented, 
are set in accordance with a user name, a telephone number, a domain name, and an 
organization name to which a sender device belongs, as contained in the transmission 
identification information (user's e-mail address is set in the printer as an identification 
attribute) (col. 50, lines 61-67). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein any one sorting method is set from among sorting to a previously 
designated confidential box, sorting to a previously designated output device, such as 
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an output tray or a mail box, or the like, or sorting for transfer to a previously designated 
personal computer (name of paper discharge tray in "user separate automatic" mode) 
(col. 50, lines 44-60). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein in addition to setting the prescribed sorting method, it is also set 
whether or not incoming facsimile communication reporting is to be carried out with 
respect to a prescribed report recipient (images with the same user's e-mail address are 
outputted into the same paper discharge bin at the time of printing) (col. 50, lines 61- 
67). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method for an image processing device that has a facsimile communication unit (each 
example may be applied to a facsimile apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48) for 
communications via Internet (Fig. 41, internet), and receives documents by means of 
the facsimile communication unit (each example may be applied to a facsimile 
apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48), comprising: previously setting a prescribed sorting 
method (user separate automatic retrieval process) (col. 47, lines 40-44) for urgent 
documents (retrieval is make according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 
62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4); and checking contents of transmission identification 
information transmitted by a sender, and controlling sorting processing (user issues 
printing instructions and the printer executed printout in "user separate automatic" mode 
according to the instructions) (col. 47, lines 40-44) for an urgent document in 
accordance with the prescribed sorting method for urgent documents (retrieval is make 
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according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4), if 
the communication is a communication of high urgency (retrieval is make according to a 
predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4). 

8. Regarding Claim 6, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein any one sorting method is set from among sorting to a previously 
designated confidential box, sorting to a previously designated output device, such as 
an output tray or mail box, or the like, or sorting for transfer to a previously designated 
personal computer (name of paper discharge tray in "user separate automatic" mode) 
(col. 50, lines 44-60). 

9. Regarding Claim 7, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein in addition to setting the prescribed sorting method, it is also set 
whether or not incoming facsimile communication reporting is to be carried out with 
respect to a prescribed report recipient (images with the same user's e-mail address are 
outputted into the same paper discharge bin at the time of printing) (col. 50, lines 61- 
67). 

10. Regarding Claim 8, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method for an image processing device that has a facsimile communication unit (each 
example may be applied to a facsimile apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48) for 
communications via Internet (Fig. 41, internet), and receives documents by means of 
the facsimile communication unit (each example may be applied to a facsimile 
apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48), comprising: previously setting prescribed condition 
information forjudging whether or not a received document is subject to automatic 
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sorting (user separate automatic retrieval process) (col. 47, lines 40-44), and forjudging 
a prescribed sorting method (identification attribute) if automatic sorting is to be 
implemented (classification for the name of paper discharge tray in "user separate 
automatic" mode) (col. 50, lines 44-60), and also previously setting a prescribed sorting 
method for urgent documents (retrieval is make according to a predetermined priority 
order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4); checking contents of transmission 
identification information transmitted by a sender, and controlling sorting processing for 
an urgent document in accordance with the prescribed sorting method for urgent 
documents (as long as an "identification attribute" is an attribute in the image attached 
information memorized in the storage medium of each image) (col. 50, lines 44-60), if 
the communication is a communication of high urgency (retrieval is make according to a 
predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4); and checking the 
contents of transmission identification information transmitted by the sender on the 
basis of the prescribed condition information, even if the communication is not one of 
high urgency (retrieval is make according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 32, 
lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4) according to the result of the preceding check, and 
controlling automatic sorting processing for a document received in the communication, 
in accordance with the corresponding prescribed sorting method, if the document 
received in the communication is judged to be subject to automatic sorting (as long as 
an "identification attribute" is an attribute in the image attached information memorized 
in the storage medium of each image) (col. 50, lines 44-60). 
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1 1 . Regarding Claim 9, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein implementation or non-implementation of automatic sorting, and the 
prescribed sorting method used in the case that automatic sorting is to be implemented, 
are set in accordance with the user name, telephone number, domain name, and 
organization name to which the sender device belongs, as contained in the transmission 
identification information (user's e-mail address is set in the printer as an identification 
attribute) (col. 50, lines 61-67). 

12. Regarding Claim 10, Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein any one sorting method is set from among sorting to a previously 
designated confidential box, sorting to a previously designated output device, such as 

» 

an output tray or mail box, or the like, or sorting for transfer to a previously designated 
personal computer (name of paper discharge tray in "user separate automatic" mode) 
(col. 50, lines 44-60). 

1 3. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Kakigi et al disclose a received document sorting control 
method wherein in addition to setting the prescribed sorting method, it is also set 
whether or not incoming facsimile communication reporting is to be carried out with 
respect to a prescribed report recipient (images with the same user's e-mail address are 
outputted into the same paper discharge bin at the time of printing) (col. 50, lines 61- 
67). 

14. Regarding Claim 12, Kakigi et al disclose an image processing device that has a 
facsimile communication unit (each example may be applied to a facsimile apparatus) 
(col. 64, lines 40-48) for communications via Internet (Fig. 41, internet), and receives 
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documents by means of the facsimile communication unit (each example may be 
applied to a facsimile apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48), comprising: a setting unit that 
previously sets prescribed condition information forjudging whether or not a received 
document is subject to automatic sorting (user separate automatic retrieval process) 
(col. 47, lines 40-44), and determines a prescribed sorting method if automatic sorting is 
to be performed (classification for the name of paper discharge tray in "user separate 
automatic" mode) (col. 50, lines 44-60); a storing unit that stores transmission 
identification information transmitted by a sender (outputting an image file stored in the 
host 500) (col. 47, lines 52-62); a judging unit that checks contents of the transmission 
identification information stored in the storing unit on the basis of the set prescribed 
condition information (print server accessing the printer specified by the host and issues 
a printing request by notifying the storing location) (col. 48, lines 6-19), and judges 
whether or not a document received in a communication is subject to automatic sorting 
(paper discharge mode of the printer is set as "user separate automatic") (col. 48, lines 
29-37); and a received document sorting control unit that controls automatic sorting 
processing for the document received in the communication, in accordance with the 
corresponding prescribed sorting method, if it is judged by the judging unit that the 
document received in the communication is subject to automatic sorting (printer starts 
printing and outputs with classification process in "user separate automatic mode) (col. 
48, lines 29-40). 

15. Regarding Claim 13, Kakigi et al discloses an image processing device, wherein 
the setting unit establishes implementation or non-implementation of automatic sorting, 
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and a prescribed sorting method used in the case that automatic sorting is to be 
implemented, in accordance with a user name, a telephone number, a domain name, 
and an organization name to which a sender device belongs, as contained in the 
transmission identification information (user's e-mail address is set in the printer as an 
identification attribute) (col. 50, lines 61-67). 

16. Regarding Claim 14, Kakigi et al discloses an image processing device, wherein 
the setting unit establishes any one sorting method from among sorting to a previously 
designated confidential box, sorting to a previously designated output device, such as 
an output tray or mail box, or the like, or sorting for transfer to a previously designated 
personal computer (name of paper discharge tray in "user separate automatic" mode) 
(col. 50, lines 44-60). 

17. Regarding Claim 15, Kakigi et al discloses an image processing device, wherein 
the setting unit, in addition to setting the prescribed sorting method, also establishes 
whether or not incoming facsimile communication reporting is to be carried out with 
respect to a prescribed report recipient (images with the same user's e-mail address are 
outputted into the same paper discharge bin at the time of printing) (col. 50, lines 61- 
67). 

18. Regarding Claim 16, Kakigi et al discloses an image processing device that has 
a facsimile communication unit (each example may be applied to a facsimile apparatus) 
(col. 64, lines 40-48) for communications via Internet (Fig. 41, internet), and receives 
documents by means of the facsimile communication unit (each example may be 
applied to a facsimile apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48), comprising: a setting unit that 
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previously sets a prescribed sorting method (user separate automatic retrieval process) 
(col. 47, lines 40-44) for urgent documents (retrieval is make according to a 
predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4), a storing unit that 
stores transmission identification information transmitted by a sender (outputting an 
image file stored in the host 500) (col. 47, lines 52-62); a judging unit that checks 
contents of the transmission identification information stored in the storing means (print 
server accessing the printer specified by the host and issues a printing request by 
notifying the storing location) (col. 48, lines 6-19) and judges whether or not the 
communication is one of high urgency (retrieval is make according to a predetermined 
priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4); and a received document sorting 
control unit that controls sorting processing for an urgent document (retrieval is make 
according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4), in 
accordance with the set prescribed sorting method (printer starts printing and outputs 
with classification process in "user separate automatic mode) (col. 48, lines 29-40) for 
urgent documents, if the communication is judged by the judging means to be one of 
high urgency (retrieval is make according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 32, 
lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4). 

19. Regarding Claim 17, Kakigi et al discloses an image processing device wherein 
the setting unit establishes any one sorting method from among sorting to a previously 
designated confidential box, sorting to a previously designated output device, such as 
an output tray or mail box, or the like, or sorting for transfer to a previously designated 



• 
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personal computer (name of paper discharge tray in "user separate automatic" mode) 
(col. 50, lines 44-60). 

20. Regarding Claim 18, Kakigi et al discloses an image processing device wherein 
the setting unit, in addition to setting the prescribed sorting method, also establishes 
whether or not incoming facsimile communication reporting is to be carried out with 
respect to a prescribed report recipient (images with the same user's e-mail address are 
outputted into the same paper discharge bin at the time of printing) (col. 50, lines 61- 
67). 

21. Regarding Claim 19, Kakigi et al disclose an image processing device that has a 
facsimile communication unit (each example may be applied to a facsimile apparatus) 
(col. 64, lines 40-48) for communications via Internet (Fig. 41 , internet), and receives 
documents by means of the facsimile communication unit (each example may be 
applied to a facsimile apparatus) (col. 64, lines 40-48), comprising: a setting unit that 
previously sets prescribed condition information forjudging whether or not a received 
document is subject to automatic sorting (user separate automatic retrieval process) 
(col. 47, lines 40-44) and determines a prescribed sorting method if automatic sorting is 
to be performed (classification for the name of paper discharge tray in "user separate 
automatic" mode) (col. 50, lines 44-60), and that also previously sets a prescribed 
sorting method for urgent documents (retrieval is make according to a predetermined 
priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4); a storing unit that stores 
transmission identification information transmitted by a sender (outputting an image file 
stored in the host 500) (col. 47, lines 52-62); a first judging unit that checks contents of 
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the transmission identification information stored in the storing means print server 
accessing the printer specified by the host and issues a printing request by notifying the 
storing location) (col. 48, lines 6-19) and judges whether or not the communication is 
one of high urgency (retrieval is make according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 
32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4); a second judging unit that checks the contents of the 
transmission identification information transmitted by the sender on the basis of the set 
prescribed condition information print server accessing the printer specified by the host 
and issues a printing request by notifying the storing location) (col. 48, lines 6-19), even 
if the communication is not one of high urgency as a result of the judgment made by the 
first judgment means (retrieval is make according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 
32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1-4), and judges whether or not the document received in 
the communication is subject to automatic sorting (paper discharge mode of the printer 
is set as "user separate automatic") (col. 48, lines 29-37); and a received document 
sorting control unit that controls sorting processing for an urgent document , in 
accordance with the set prescribed sorting method for urgent documents, if the 
communication is judged by the first judging unit to be one of high urgency (retrieval is 
make according to a predetermined priority order) (col. 32, lines 62-67, col. 33, lines 1- 
4), and that controls automatic sorting processing for the document received in the 
communication, in accordance with the corresponding prescribed sorting method, if it is 
judged by the second judging unit that the document received in the communication is 
subject to automatic sorting (printer starts printing and outputs with classification 
process in "user separate automatic mode) (col. 48, lines 29-40). 
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22. Regarding Claim 20, Kakigi et al disclose an image processing device wherein 
the setting unit establishes implementation or non-implementation of automatic sorting, 
and the prescribed sorting method used in the case that automatic sorting is to be 
implemented, in accordance with a user name, a telephone number, a domain name, 
and an organization name to which a sender device belongs, as contained in the 
transmission identification information (user's e-mail address is set in the printer as an 
identification attribute) (col. 50, lines 61-67). 

23. Regarding Claim 21 , Kakigi et al disclose an image processing device wherein 
the setting unit establishes any one sorting method from among sorting to a previously 
designated confidential box, sorting to a previously designated output device, such as 
an output tray or mail box, or the like, or sorting. for transfer to a previously designated 
personal computer (name of paper discharge tray in "user separate automatic" mode) 
(col. 50, lines 44-60). 

24. Regarding Claim 22, Kakigi et al disclose an image processing device wherein 
the setting unit, in addition to setting the prescribed sorting method, also establishes 
whether or not incoming facsimile communication reporting is to be carried out with 
respect to a prescribed report recipient (images with the same user's e-mail address are 
outputted into the same paper discharge bin at the time of printing) (col. 50, lines 61- 
67). 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Hosada et al. (US 6,914,687) discloses an image recording apparatus shared by 
a plurality of users. 

Yajima (US 7,161,697) discloses an image transmitting apparatus for transmitting 
information to different destinations. 

Robles et al. (US 2002/0198904) discloses a method for managing document 
production over a computer network. 

Baird et al. (US 2005/0275871) discloses a fax storage and retrieval system 
comprised of a fax receiving module configured to receive a plurality of facsimile 
documents from a plurality of fax devices. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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